The Readings for July 1, 2018
Proper 8 – Year B

A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon

(1:13 – 15; 2:23 – 24)

God did not make death,
and he does not delight in the death of the living.
For he created all things so that they might exist;
the generative forces of the world are wholesome,
and there is no destructive poison in them,
and the dominion of Hades is not on earth.
For righteousness is immortal.
God created us for incorruption,
and made us in the image of his own eternity,
but through the devil’s envy death entered the world,
and those who belong to his company experience it.
The Word of the Lord.

The response to the first lesson is a reading from the Book of
Lamentations found in your order of worship. Let us read the
response in unison—a reading from the Book of Lamentations
found in the order of worship, in unison.
A Reading from the Book of Lamentations
This I call to mind,
and therefore I have hope:
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases,
his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
"The LORD is my portion," says my soul,
"therefore I will hope in him."
The LORD is good to those who wait for him,
to the soul that seeks him.
It is good that one should wait quietly
for the salvation of the LORD.
It is good for one to bear
the yoke in youth,
to sit alone in silence
when the Lord has imposed it,
to put one's mouth to the dust
(there may yet be hope),

(3:21 – 33)

to give one's cheek to the smiter,
and be filled with insults.
For the Lord will not
reject forever.
Although he causes grief, he will have compassion
according to the abundance of his steadfast love;
for he does not willingly afflict
or grieve anyone.

A Reading from St. Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians (8:7 – 15)
As you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in
utmost eagerness, and in our love for you—so we want you to excel also
in this generous undertaking.
I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of
your love against the earnestness of others. For you know the generous
act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes
he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. And in
this matter I am giving my advice: it is appropriate for you who began
last year not only to do something but even to desire to do something—
now finish doing it, so that your eagerness may be matched by
completing it according to your means. For if the eagerness is there, the
gift is acceptable according to what one has—not according to what one
does not have. I do not mean that there should be relief for others and
pressure on you, but it is a question of a fair balance between your
present abundance and their need, so that their abundance may be for
your need, in order that there may be a fair balance. As it is written,
"The one who had much did not have too much,
and the one who had little did not have too little."
The Word of the Lord.

Mark 5:21 – 43
When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great
crowd gathered around him; and he was by the sea. Then one of the
leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw him, fell
at his feet and begged him repeatedly, "My little daughter is at the point
of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made
well, and live." He went with him.
And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. Now there
was a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve
years. She had endured much under many physicians, and had spent all
that she had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse. She had
heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his
cloak, for she said, "If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well."
Immediately her hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she
was healed of her disease. Immediately aware that power had gone forth
from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, "Who touched my
clothes?" And his disciples said to him, "You see the crowd pressing in
on you; how can you say, `Who touched me?'" He looked all around to
see who had done it. But the woman, knowing what had happened to
her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the
whole truth. He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has made you well; go
in peace, and be healed of your disease."

While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader's
house to say, "Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any
further?" But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the leader of the
synagogue, "Do not fear, only believe." He allowed no one to follow
him except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James. When they
came to the house of the leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion,
people weeping and wailing loudly. When he had entered, he said to
them, "Why do you make a commotion and weep? The child is not dead
but sleeping." And they laughed at him. Then he put them all outside,
and took the child's father and mother and those who were with him, and
went in where the child was. He took her by the hand and said to her,
"Talitha cum," which means, "Little girl, get up!" And immediately the
girl got up and began to walk about (she was twelve years of age). At
this they were overcome with amazement. He strictly ordered them that
no one should know this, and told them to give her something to eat.

The Readings for July 8, 2018
Proper 9 – Year B
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel

(2:1 – 5)

The Lord said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will
speak with you. And when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and
set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. He said to me,
Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels
who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed
against me to this very day. The descendants are impudent and
stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, "Thus
says the Lord GOD." Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a
rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a prophet among
them.

The Response to the first lesson is Psalm 123, found printed in your
order of worship. Let us say the psalm responsively by half verse
breaking at the asterisks. Psalm 123, responsively by half verse.
Ad te levavi oculos meos
1 To you I lift up my eyes, *
to you enthroned in the heavens.
2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, *
and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,
3 So our eyes look to the LORD our God, *
until he show us his mercy.
4 Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy, *
for we have had more than enough of contempt,
5 Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, *
and of the derision of the proud.

A Reading from St. Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians
(12:2 – 10)
I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to
the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know;
God knows. And I know that such a person—whether in the body or out
of the body I do not know; God knows— was caught up into Paradise
and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to
repeat. On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will
not boast, except of my weaknesses. But if I wish to boast, I will not be
a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no
one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me,
even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore,
to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a
messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated.
Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but
he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect
in weakness." So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so
that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am content with
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake
of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Mark
(6:1 – 3)
Jesus left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples
followed him. On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and
many who heard him were astounded. They said, "Where did this man
get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What
deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the
son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and
are not his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him. Then
Jesus said to them, "Prophets are not without honor, except in their
hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house." And he
could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few
sick people and cured them. And he was amazed at their unbelief.
Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the
twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority
over the unclean spirits. He ordered them to take nothing for their
journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to
wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, "Wherever
you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. If any place will
not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the
dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them." So they went out
and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many demons, and
anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.
The Gospel of the Lord.

The Readings for July 15, 2018
Proper 10 – Year B

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Amos

(7:7 – 15)

This is what the Lord God showed me: the Lord was standing
beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. And
the LORD said to me, "Amos, what do you see?" And I said, "A plumb
line." Then the Lord said,
"See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel;
I will never again pass them by;
the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword."
Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of
Israel, saying, "Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the
house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos
has said,
`Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
and Israel must go into exile
away from his land.'"

And Amaziah said to Amos, "O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah,
earn your bread there, and prophesy there; but never again prophesy at
Bethel, for it is the king's sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom."
Then Amos answered Amaziah, "I am no prophet, nor a prophet's
son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, and the
LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me,
`Go, prophesy to my people Israel.'"
The Word of the Lord.

The response to the first lesson is a portion of Psalm 85,
verses 8 – 13, found printed in your order of worship. Let us say the
psalm responsively by half verse breaking at the asterisks.
Psalm 85, verses 8 – 13, responsively by half verse.
Benedixisti, Domine
8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, *

for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.
9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *

that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Mercy and truth have met together; *

righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, *

and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, *

and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go before him, *

and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

A Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians

(1:3 – 14)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,
just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be
holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as
his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his
will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in
the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in
Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him,
things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we,
who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of
his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance
toward redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory.

Mark 6:14-29
King Herod heard of the demons cast out and the many who were
anointed and cured, for Jesus' name had become known. Some were
saying, "John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this
reason these powers are at work in him." But others said, "It is Elijah."
And others said, "It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old." But
when Herod heard of it, he said, "John, whom I beheaded, has been
raised."
For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him,
and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife,
because Herod had married her. For John had been telling Herod, "It is
not lawful for you to have your brother's wife." And Herodias had a
grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and
he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet
he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity came when Herod on his
birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders
of Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she
pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, "Ask me for
whatever you wish, and I will give it." And he solemnly swore to her,
"Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom." She
went out and said to her mother, "What should I ask for?" She replied,
"The head of John the baptizer." Immediately she rushed back to the

king and requested, "I want you to give me at once the head of John the
Baptist on a platter." The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for
his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately
the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John's head. He
went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on a platter, and
gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his
disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a
tomb.

The Readings for July 22, 2018
Proper 11 – Year B

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah

(23:1 – 6)

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my
pasture! says the LORD. Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of
Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who
have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not
attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the
LORD. Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the
lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold,
and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over
them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be
dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD.
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up
for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely,
and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days
Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name
by which he will be called: "The LORD is our righteousness."
The Word of the Lord.

The response to the first lesson is Psalm 23, found printed in your
order of worship. Let us say the psalm in unison. Psalm 23, in
unison.
Dominus regit me
1 The LORD is my shepherd; *

I shall not be in want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *

and leads me beside still waters.
3 He revives my soul *

and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,

I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those

who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the

days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

or

The response to the first lesson is Psalm 23, found printed in your
order of worship. This is the King James Version of this beloved
psalm. Let us say the psalm in unison. Psalm 23, in unison.
Dominus regit me
The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;
he leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul;
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his
Name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil;
for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of
mine enemies;
thou anointest my head with oil;
my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

A Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians 2:11 – 22
Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called "the
uncircumcision" by those who are called "the circumcision"—a physical
circumcision made in the flesh by human hands—remember that you
were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were
far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is our
peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken
down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. He has
abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might
create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making
peace, and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the
cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. So he came and
proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were
near; for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father.
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with
the saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the
cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together and grows
into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together
spiritually into a dwelling place for God.
The Word of the Lord.

Mark 6:30 – 34, 53 – 56
The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had
done and taught. He said to them, "Come away to a deserted place all
by yourselves and rest a while." For many were coming and going, and
they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a
deserted place by themselves. Now many saw them going and
recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and
arrived ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he
had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a
shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.
When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and
moored the boat. When they got out of the boat, people at once
recognized him, and rushed about that whole region and began to bring
the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And wherever he went,
into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and
begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all
who touched it were healed.

The Readings for July 29, 2018
Proper 12 – Year B

A Reading from the Second Book of the Kings of Israel (4:42 – 44)
A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to
the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his
sack. Elisha said, "Give it to the people and let them eat." But his
servant said, "How can I set this before a hundred people?" So he
repeated, "Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the
LORD, `They shall eat and have some left.'" He set it before them, they
ate, and had some left, according to the word of the LORD.
The Word of the Lord.

The response to the first lesson is a portion of Psalm 145, verses 10 –
19, found on page 802, in the red Book of Common Prayer. Let us
say the psalm responsively by half verse breaking at the asterisks.
Psalm 145, verses 10 – 19, on page 802, responsively by half verse.
Exaltabo te, Deus
10 All your works praise you, O LORD, *

and your faithful servants bless you.
11 They make known the glory of your kingdom *

and speak of your power;
12 That the peoples may know of your power *

and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; *

your dominion endures throughout all ages.
14 The LORD is faithful in all his words *

and merciful in all his deeds.
15 The LORD upholds all those who fall; *

he lifts up those who are bowed down.
16 The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, *

and you give them their food in due season.
17 You open wide your hand *

and satisfy the needs of every living creature.
18 The LORD is righteous in all his ways *

and loving in all his works.

19 The LORD is near to those who call upon him, *

to all who call upon him faithfully.

A Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians

(3:14 – 21)

I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in
heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches
of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner
being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I
pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints,
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with
all the fullness of God.
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him
be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and
ever. Amen.
The Word of the Lord.

John 6:1-21
Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the
Sea of Tiberias. A large crowd kept following him, because they saw
the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and
sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the
Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming
toward him, Jesus said to Philip, "Where are we to buy bread for these
people to eat?" He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he
was going to do. Philip answered him, "Six months' wages would not
buy enough bread for each of them to get a little." One of his disciples,
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to him, "There is a boy here who
has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many
people?" Jesus said, "Make the people sit down." Now there was a
great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in
all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he
distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as
they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, "Gather up
the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost." So they gathered
them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those
who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign
that he had done, they began to say, "This is indeed the prophet who is
to come into the world."

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by
force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.
When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a
boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and
Jesus had not yet come to them. The sea became rough because a strong
wind was blowing. When they had rowed about three or four miles, they
saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were
terrified. But he said to them, "It is I; do not be afraid." Then they
wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the
land toward which they were going.

